PRESS RELEASE

PATROL ANNUAL REPORT AWARD SHORTLIST

Five councils shortlisted for PATROL’s inaugural award.

The shortlist for the PATROL Annual Report Award was announced at PARKEX on 2 March 2010.

PATROL commissioned an independent group to review councils’ reports for 2008/09.  PATROL’s Head of Service, Louise Hutchinson, made the announcement and said “The reports had been judged against a range of criteria including: presentation; local context, customer service, performance, statistics and finance.”
The councils shortlisted are Brighton and Hove Council, Colchester Borough Council, Sheffield City Council, Torbay Council and Weymouth & Portland Borough Council.
Chair of the Review Group David Marklew (retired City Engineer of Winchester) commented “37 councils had submitted their reports for the award.  However the Review Group was unanimous in reaching this shortlist. “
Other members of the group included: David Leibling representing the RAC Foundation, Colin Eaketts from the Integrated Transport Unit of the Welsh Assembly Government and Karen Naylor, Parking Manager for Waltham Forest.  Karen added “it is encouraging in this first year of the award to see such a high standard of reports which bodes well for the future”.
In 2008, the implementation of The Traffic Management Act 2004 introduced an expectation that local authorities should produce annual reports to increase public understanding of civil parking enforcement.  The PATROL Joint Committee representing local authorities operating civil parking enforcement in England (Outside London) and Wales established this award in support of it commitment to improving public information.  The PATROL Annual Report Award aims to promote best practice.  The announcement of the shortlist coincides with councils beginning to prepare their reports for 2009/10.
The overall winner will be announced in May.  In the meantime, copies of the shortlisted reports will be available on the PATROL web site www.patrol-uk.info.
Ends/..

For further information contact Louise Hutchinson on 0161 242 5290 or lhutchinson@patrol-uk.info
Notes to Editors:

· PATROL stands for Parking And Traffic Regulations Outside London

· The PATROL site www.patrol-uk.info provides public information on the civil parking enforcement process and includes links to local authority parking web sites.
